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Ecosystem Health and Sustainability (Sutcliffe et al. 2015) . These differences are not fully acknowledged in regional or mainly in the EU policies. For example, farmland biodiversity is dramatically declining in the Western Europe, and the investments through agrienvironment programs to halt this decline are not effective (Batáry et al. 2015) . However, Kleijn et al. (2009) showed earlier that these agri-environment schemes are more effective in less intensively managed regions, like many of Central and Eastern Europe. These results are not reflected in the EU's support for high biodiversity value farmlands.
Finally, papers in this Special Feature recommend formulating a vision for sustainable governance and management of ecosystems, biodiversity, and landscapes in the Central and Eastern Europe. Such a vision should integrate scientific evidence with traditional knowledge. Therefore, to better navigate socio-ecological systems to sustainability in the Central and Eastern Europe, ecosystem management in transition should incorporate ecosystem service perspective as an indispensable link between nature and humans. Socio-ecological approaches to conservation should be promoted (Ban et al. 2013 ). These include consideration of interactions between nature and people (social and ecological systems), multiple governance systems, development of a common language addressing ecosystem management problems, and integration of stakeholder′s objectives. Socio-ecological approaches to management of ecosystem services can provide an integrative basis for the conservation of Central and Eastern Europe's valuable natural capital.
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